
'O$()'()*'*%:'/+'()*'>*=/%:'O/#.:'O-#4'()*':#-+('-.,/'=-6*'(/'
-%'*%:C' 'g"(' $%'23Vj4'-,' ()*'E5/.:'O-#K'<*=-6*'6/#*')*-(*:4'
()*' :#-+(' B-,' #*,"6*:' -%:' #*6-$%*:' $%' *++*=(4' B$()' 6$%/#'
=)-%&*,4'()#/"&)/"('()*'\>'B-#,'$%'d/#*-'-%:']$*(%-6C''M,'B-,'
()*' =-,*' "%($.' 23L14' ()*' .-B' -==/66/:-(*:' /%.8' ()/,*'
=/%,=$*%($/",'/<W*=(/#,'B)/,*'/@@/,$($/%'(/' ()*$#'@-#($=$@-($/%'
$%'B-#'B-,'<-,*:'/%' Z'!,$%$+3(& )'*$"$"%& *"#& 4!,$!1BT'6*-%$%&' -'
5TP,'/<W*=($/%'B-,'#*`"$#*:'(/'<*'+-$()R<-,*:C'

 M%:4' -,' $,' ,($..' 5T' @/.$=8' (/:-84' (B/' S$%:,' /+'
=/%,=$*%($/",' /<W*=(/#,' B*#*' #*=/&%$Q*:a'
()/,*' B)/' /<W*=(' (/' :$#*=(' S$..$%&' /#' =/6<-('
#/.*,4' <"(' B)/,*' =/%,=$*%=*' -../B,' ()*6' (/'
@-#($=$@-(*'$%'%/%R=/6<-('#/.*,'$%'()*'6$.$(-#8J'
-%:' ()/,*' B)/' /<W*=(' (/' -%8' @-#($=$@-($/%'
B)-(,/*?*#' $%' ()*' 6$.$(-#8C' 5T,' B)/,*'
=/%,=$*%=*' -../B*:' ()*6' (/' @*#+/#6' %/%R
=/6<-(' W/<,' $%' ()*' 6$.$(-#8' =/".:' <*' :#-+(*:'
-%:' -,,$&%*:' %/%R=/6<-(-%(' #/.*,C' b/B*?*#4'
()/,*'B)/'/<W*=(*:'(/'-%8'@-#($=$@-($/%'$%'()*'
6$.$(-#8' B*#*' :*+*##*:' "%:*#' ()*' 23Vj' .-BC'
D)-('6*-%,'()*8'B*#*'%/('#*`"$#*:'(/'@*#+/#6'
-%8',*#?$=*'-('-..C'

D)*#*' B*#*' ()/,*' B)/' +*.(' $(' B-,' "%+-$#' ()-(' =/%,=$*%($/",'
/<W*=(/#,' B/".:' %/(' <*' #*`"$#*:' (/' :/' -%8' ,*#?$=*' -(' -..4'
*,@*=$-..8'-+(*#'8/"%&':#-+(**,'B*#*'<*$%&',*%('(/'B-#'$%'d/#*-C'
_%' 23N24' ()*' .-B' =)-%&*:' (/' #*`"$#*' ()/,*' =/%,=$*%($/",'
/<W*=(/#,' (/' @*#+/#6' E=$?$.$-%' B/#S' =/%(#$<"($%&' (/' ()*'
6-$%(*%-%=*'/+' ()*'%-($/%-.')*-.()4' ,-+*(8'/#' $%(*#*,(4K' ,$6$.-#'
(/'()*'#*`"$#*6*%('/+'5T,':"#$%&'OO__C'

_%' ()*')*-('/+' ()*'=/.:'B-#4' ()*#*',**6*:'(/'<*'-'&*%*#-.'<$-,'
-&-$%,(' ()*'5T'@/,$($/%4'-%:':"#$%&' ()*' +$#,(' 8*-#'-%:'-')-.+'/+'
()*' d/#*-%' O-#4' 9>gZT' F()*' 9-($/%-.' >*#?$=*' g/-#:' +/#'
Z*.$&$/",'T<W*=(/#,4'-,'55O'B-,'S%/B%'-('()*'($6*G')*.@*:'L11'
8/"%&' 6*%' B)/' )-:' #"%' $%(/' :$++$=".(8' $%' &*(($%&' ()*$#' 5T'
-@@.$=-($/%,' -@@#/?*:C'7-%8' /+' ()*6'B*%(' ()#/"&)' ()*' *%($#*'
-@@*-.,'@#/=*,,'B$()/"(' ,"==*,,C' >/6*'B*#*' $%:"=(*:' $%(/' ()*'
6$.$(-#8' <"(' =/%($%"*:' ()*$#' -@@*-.,' ()#/"&)' ()*' =/"#(,4' -%:'
,/6*'B*#*':$,=)-#&*:'<8'=/"#('/#:*#C''

T()*#,'#*+",*:'$%:"=($/%'+/#'#*-,/%,'/+'=/%,=$*%=*C'

!"#$%&' ()*' ($6*' ()-(' 5T,' B*#*' :*+*##*:' -%:' %/(' #*`"$#*:' (/'
@*#+/#6' -%8' ,*#?$=*' -(' -..4' ()*' -%($R5T' <$-,' B-,' @-#($=".-#.8'
,(#/%&C' [?*%' B)*%' ()*' -.(*#%-($?*' ,*#?$=*' @#/&#-6' B-,'
$6@.*6*%(*:' $%' 23N24' 6-%8' :#-+(' </-#:,' :$:' %/(' "%:*#,(-%:'
B)8' /%*' B/".:' /<W*=(' (/' %/%R=/6<-(-%(' 6$.$(-#8' ,*#?$=*' -%:'
=.-,,$+$*:' -..' 5T,' -,' ,"=)C' g8' *-#.8' $%' 23N04' -</"(' j4111' 5T,'

B/".:' <*' =/##*=(.8' =.-,,$+$*:' +/#'
-.(*#%-($?*' ,*#?$=*4' -%:' <8' ()*' *%:' /+'
()*' d/#*-%' O-#4' -' (/(-.' /+' %*-#.8'
214111'6*%'B/".:'<*'=.-,,$+$*:'-,'5T,C

G,)!'"*)$A!&I!'A$2!&
D)*' ,8,(*6' /+' 5$?$.$-%' ;"<.$=' >*#?$=*'
F5;>G' =-6@,' :"#$%&'OO__' B-,' -' )"&*'
$6@#/?*6*%(' /?*#' ()*' B-8' 5T,' B*#*'
(#*-(*:':"#$%&'()*'h$#,('O/#.:'O-#4'<"('
$(' ,($..' )-:' $(,' @#/<.*6,C' r"-S*#,' -%:'
/()*#' +-$()' =/66"%$($*,' +*.(' =/R/@(*:'
<8' ()*' &/?*#%6*%(4' -%:' ()*'M6*#$=-%'
h#$*%:,' >*#?$=*' 5/66$((**' FMh>5G'
:*=$:*:' ()*8' B/".:' %/' ./%&*#' #"%'
=-6@,' +/#' =/%,=$*%($/",' /<W*=(/#,' $%'

=/%=*#('B$()'()*'>*.*=($?*'>*#?$=*'>8,(*6'F>>>GC'D)*'&/?*#%6*%('
-.,/'B-,'.*,,'()-%')-@@8'B$()'()*'()*'5;>',8,(*64'@-#($=".-#.8'-,'
()*8'<*&-%'(/'#*-.$Q*'()-('-..'/+'()/,*'W",($=*R6$%:*:'5T,4'<*$%&'
(/&*()*#' $%' ()*' =-6@,' +/#' *A(*%:*:' @*#$/:,' /+' ($6*4' B*#*'
,(#-(*&$Q$%&' -</"(' )/B' ()*8'B/".:' *%&-&*'B$()' ()*' %"6*#/",'
,/=$-.'6/?*6*%(,'()-('B*#*'*6*#&$%&4',"=)'-,'()*'?/($%&'#$&)(,'
6/?*6*%('-%:':*,*&#*&-($/%C''

M+(*#'OO__4'()*'&/?*#%6*%(':$:'%/('$%(*%:'(/'#*=#*-(*'-',8,(*6'
/+'=-6@,'.$S*'5;>4',/'B$()'()*'d/#*-%'O-#':#-+(4'()*8'%**:*:'(/'
:*?$,*' -' :$++*#*%(' B-8' +/#' =/%,=$*%($/",' /<W*=(/#,' (/' :/'
-.(*#%-($?*',*#?$=*C'D)*'%*B'-.(*#%-($?*',*#?$=*'#*&".-($/%,'(//S'
*++*=('/%'h*<#"-#8'014'23N04'-%:'()*'B/#S'@#/&#-6'<*&-%' Y".8'
24' 23N0C' 5T,' :#-+(*:' $%(/' -.(*#%-($?*' ,*#?$=*'B*#*' #*`"$#*:' (/'
,*#?*' +/#'0' 8*-#,C' D)*'d/#*-%'O-#' E*%:*:K' $%' Y".8'23Ni4' ,/'-..'
5T,':#-+(*:':"#$%&'()*'B-#'B*#*'#*`"$#*:'(/'=/%($%"*'(/',*#?*'
*?*%'-+(*#'()*'-#6$,($=*'B-,',$&%*:C''''''''''''''''''continued  on page 3 

The Reporter

 
The Reporter
 

for Conscience’ Sake 
+,-*.-/0-1*2/**

.2/345-/4-*6*781!
  Volume 76   Fall 2019    Perspectives on Korea: Then and Now 

Also Inside: COs and US citizenship.......................page 4  Korea and the US, 70 Years Later……. page 10 

   An Update on The National Commission on Military, Public and National Service ………………………... pp. 9 & 12 

Working to extend and defend the rights of Conscientious Objectors to war since 1940 

Conscientious Objection to the Korean War 
by Bill Galvin 

“Things are a lot tougher 

for these boys than for 

many in the Army. 

Considering the kinds of 

things they go through, 

they really have to be 

conscientious objectors 

to take it.” 
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Founded in 1940, the Center on 

Conscience & War works to extend 

and defend the rights of 

conscientious objectors to war. In 

pursuit of this mission, the Center 

provides the following services free 

of charge: 

 

• Technical and community support 

for military conscientious 

objectors; 

• Monitoring of Congress and 

Selective Service; 

• Support for COs who refuse to 

register for the draft and COs 

seeking citizenship who wish to 

take the nonviolent oath; 

• Counseling military personnel 

with accuracy and honesty through 

the GI Rights Hotline; 

• Truth in military recruitment 

information; 

• Workshops, training, and speakers 

on any of the above topics.  

*  *  *
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How Conscientious Objectors 

Were Classified During the Draft 
 

(Draft counselors will remember this!) 
 

During an active draft, everyone is classified.  

These were the classifications in the era of the Korean War: 

 
1-A  Available for unrestricted military service 

1-A-O Conscientious Objector available for noncombatant military service 

1-O Conscientious Objector available for alternative service (1951 and later) 

1-D Reservist or military student (ROTC, military academy) 

2-A Occupational deferment 

2-C Agricultural deferment 

3-A Dependency (hardship) deferment 

4-A Completed service; sole surviving son 

4-B Elected official 

4-C Alien 

4-D Ministerial deferment 

4-E Conscientious Objector deferred (1948-1951) 

4-F Physically, mentally, morally unfit 

5-A Over age 

 

The regulations require that registrants be put in the lowest classification on this list for which 

they qualify. 

 

In 1951, the law changed to require COs to perform civilian-directed alternative service. The 

4-E classification was eliminated, and a new classification for these COs was created: 1-O. That 

meant that all the 4-E conscientious objectors needed to be reclassified. 

 

If they didn’t qualify for any lower classification, a CO should be classified 1-O. This didn’t 

always happen, though. Many draft boards, likely acting out of their own anti-CO bias, took  

advantage of the reclassification requirement necessitated by the 1951 law and wrongly 

reclassified 4-E COs as 1-A.  

 

If a CO who already was classified as 1-O later applied for a lower classification (such as 

hardship), they risked being reclassified as 1-A. To those COs, NSBRO (the National Service 

Board for Religious Objectors, as CCW was known at the time) advised, “great care and tact in 

making claims for a classification lower than 1-O. The important thing is to be clear in one’s 

witness to his religious scruples…. when a board concludes, rightly or wrongly, that a 1-O 

registrant shows greater concern about a lower classification than he shows about his religious 

scruples, they are apt to place the registrant in 1-A or 1-A-O.” 

 

This in fact happened to a Mennonite who was classified as a CO and applied to be reclassified 

as a minister. His local board denied his request for ministerial deferment, and reclassified him 

as 1-A (available for unrestricted military service).  

 

NSBRO and its constituent churches became involved in many cases where these injustices

occurred, but it is likely that some conscientious objectors who were not connected to our 

network were improperly drafted into the military.  
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!
PUBLIC LAW 414-JUNE 27, 1952 

OATH OF RENUNCIATION AND ALLEGIANCE  

SEC. 337. 

 

(a) A person who has petitioned for naturalization shall, in 

order to be and before being admitted to citizenship, take in 

open court an oath  
 

(1) to support the Constitution of the United 

States; 

(2) to renounce and abjure absolutely and entirely 

all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, 

potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom or which 

the petitioner was before a subject or citizen;  

(3) to support and defend the Constitution and the 

laws of the United States against all enemies, 

foreign and domestic;  

(4) to bear true faith and allegiance to the same; 

and  

(5)  (A) to bear arms on behalf of the United 

States when required by the law, or  

(B) to perform noncombatant service in 

the Armed Forces of the United States 

when required by the law, or  

(C) to perform work of national 

importance under civilian direction when 

required by the law.  

 

Any such person shall be required to take an oath 

containing the substance of clauses (1) through (5) 

of the preceding sentence, except that a person 

who shows by clear and convincing evidence to 

the satisfaction of the naturalization court that he 

is opposed to the bearing of arms in the Armed 

Forces of the United States by reason of religious 

training and belief shall be required to take an 

oath containing the substance of clauses (1) 

through (4) and clauses (5) (B) and (5) (C),  

and a person who shows by clear and convincing 

evidence to the satisfaction of the naturalization 

court that he is opposed to any type of service in 

the Armed Forces of the United States by reason 

of religious training and belief shall be required to 

take an oath containing the substance of clauses 

(1) through (4) and clause (5) (C).  

The term "religious training and belief' as used in 

this section shall mean an individual's belief in a 

relation to a Supreme Being involving duties 

superior to those arising from any human relation, 

but does not include essentially political, 

sociological, or philosophical views or a merely 

personal moral code. 

 
!'"'#''
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In his own words: Korean War CO, Dan Reeves 
 

"I was in college during that time and was a conscientious 

objector, which created some consternation at home…. [It was] 

really uncomfortable in the little Baptist Church in Chapman 

where we attended. Just by coincidence, there was another 

fellow in the service from the church who was killed, I think, in 

an automobile accident about that time, [making it] pretty hard 

for his parents and several other women in the church to 

tolerate my being a conscientious objector….  
 

"She was a gold star mother, and so a conscientious objector 

didn't sit well at all. And I can remember she and some of the 

other women who taught me – the earliest things I can 

remember in Sunday School were two little songs, "Jesus loves 

the little children, All the children of the world" and the other 

one, "God is Love." And when I came to the point where I 

needed to make those a central part of my life, they just 

couldn't tolerate it. Two or three of them died without ever 

speaking to me again."

 



Statement to the National Commission on Military, National, and Public Service  

Anabaptist Churches, September 13, 2019 
 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus.  

It is with deep gratitude that we have the freedom and privilege to express our firmly held Christian beliefs to our government. As 

Anabaptist Christians, we have often experienced our relationship with the U.S. government as a blessing in that we have been granted 

freedom to follow Christ according to our consciences. We are grateful that you have invited conversation around the question of national 

service. We are writing to share with you our strongly held Christian beliefs regarding the proposed recommendations of the National 

Commission on Military, National and Public Service.  

Following the teaching in Matthew 5 and in accordance with Jesus' example, we are called to love our enemies, do good to those who hate 

us, pray for those who persecute us, refuse to violently resist the evildoer, and forgive as we have been forgiven. As conscientious 

objectors, we believe Jesus commands reverence for each human life since every person is made in the image of God. In following Jesus, 

we serve in ways that build up, nurture, and encourage rather than destroy. Our opposition to war is not cowardice but an expression of 

Christ's forgiving love as shown on the cross. We see ourselves as ambassadors of peace.  

As churches in the Anabaptist tradition we stand firmly with those Christians throughout history who by conscience were not able to 

participate in the military. One of the important reasons our spiritual ancestors migrated from Europe to America was for religious freedom, 

which included not participating in military service. They believed that the state should not coerce in matters of religious conviction. They 

understood Jesus’ teaching to mean that his followers would not join or support armed resistance but would overcome evil with good. To 

that end, serving others is a core value of who we are as Anabaptist Christians. We encourage church members of all ages and abilities to 

find ways to bless others both within and outside the church.  

In particular, we would like to respond to some of the Commission’s interim recommendations:  

-We are requesting that no law be enacted that would require universal obligation for men or women to serve in the military.  

-As long as a government Selective Service System exists, we request that it continue to be civilian-led.  

-We request that protections and alternative service programs be maintained for those who conscientiously object to military service.  

-We respectfully request the inclusion of a provision to identify as a conscientious objector at the time of Selective Service registration.  

-We ask that the government, both federal and state, not penalize people who do not register for Selective Service as a matter of conscience.  

-We recommend that women not be required to register for Selective 

Service. (For some of us, this grows out of our conviction that no one—

man or woman—should be required to register for military service. For 

others of us, this grows out of our traditional understanding of women’s 

roles.)  

-We strongly value service but are concerned by the Commission’s 

conflation of service to the community with military service.  

-We do not support sharing information and cross-recruitment of 

volunteers in our Christian service programs with the military.  

-We are concerned by the influence the military has on schools, 

including efforts to increase military recruitment within schools as well 

as to incorporate military elements into school curricula. We are also 

concerned by the disproportionate focus by military recruiters on low-

income communities and communities of color.  

Thank you for hearing our views. Sincerely,  

Beachy Amish 

The Brethren Church 

Brethren in Christ U.S. 

Bruderhof 

Church of the Brethren 

Conservative Mennonite Conference (CMC)  

Evana Network 

LMC (Lancaster Mennonite Conference)  

Mennonite Central Committee U.S.  

Mennonite Church USA 

Mennonite Mission Network 

Old Order Amish Church 

Old Order Mennonites  
 

We express thanks that in the United States our Christian convictions are respected. We are grateful for the Commission’s work and commit 

to praying regularly for our government officials.   
"'#'!'
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Korea and the US, 70 Years Later: An Interview with Will Griffin of The Peace Report 
By Cameran Clayton 
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